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exampled period of repose for its warlike inhabitants.
The Montenegrins, indeed, continued to raid the
adjacent parts of Albania and the Herzegovina, in
quest of food and booty, but the Turkish Government
was far too much occupied with the risings in Greece
and the Danubian Principalities to organise a war
of revenge. But the Montenegrins, demoralised by
their constant struggle for existence, and reduced
to the greatest extremities by famine, were chiefly
engaged in quarrelling among themselves, and so
small was the respect which some of the more unruly
spirits showed for their ruler, that they accused him
of neglecting his ecclesiastical duties. Their com-
plaints reached the ears of the Czar, who despatched
an envoy to inquire into the truth of the charge.
Peter defended himself in a lengthy document, his
accusers repented of the indignity which they had
inflicted upon their sovereign, and an understanding
was brought about by the good offices of the Russian
Consul at Ragusa. The incident is interesting as
showing the influence which Russia exerted over
the Black Mountain at the beginning of the present
century, and the lack of cohesion among the subjects
of the Vladika. The Montenegrin chiefs still lived,
each a law unto himself, and the blood-feud, the
border-raid, and other primitive institutions still
flourished unchecked. But Peter was fully aware
of the need of a strong government As early as
1/96 he had issued a new code of thirty-three
articles, to which the chiefs swore to submit. Two
years later, judges were appointed to decide disputes,
and a general assembly of the people was sub-